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these simple buildings, has no voice for the plain,
sensible villager; it cannot be interpreted to him,
If all the inhabitants of a village were humble,
simply spiritually minded people, ascetic in life,
with a strong sense of beauty and quality, then a
village church might have a tranquil and inspiring
influence. But who that knows anything of village
life can anticipate even in the remote future such
a type of character prevailing ? Meanwhile the
beautiful churches, with all the grace of antiquity
and subtle beauty, must stand as survivals, of a
very different condition of life and belief; while
we who love them can only hope that a more
vital consciousness of religion may come back to
the shrines from which somehow the significance
seems to have ebbed away. They are now too
often mere monuments and memorials of the past.
Can one hope that they may become the inspira-
tion and the sanctification of the present ?